
ACTIVITY: Diving for pen shells  
CASE: GSAF 1992.03.08.c 
DATE: Sunday March 8, 1992 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
off Horie, Matsuyama, Ehine 
Prefecture, Japan. 
33º54’N, 132º,44’E 
 
NAME: Kazuta Harada 
DESCRIPTION: The man, a 41-year-
old professional diver, was using a 
hookah unit. He wore a steel helmet, 
grayish diving suit with orange rubber 
patches around the neck, from elbow 
to wrist, on upper back and inner 
parts of the legs. A rubber-coated rescue rope and air hose connected the diver to the 
support boat. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, March 4, 1992 
SEA CONDITIONS: The nearest sea observation station (14 km south of the incident site) 
recorded sea surface temperature of 11.4ºC, and 11.6ºC at 20 metres, and water visibility of 
six metres. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took occurred over a sandy bottom. The diver was collecting 
pen shells, Atrina pectinata. On January 3, a five-metre white shark approached a pen shell 
diver 10 km southwest of the incident site, and on February 14, a large shark bit the helmet 
of a pen shell diver in the same area. Three days after this incident, a 3.7 m white shark 
was caught at the mouth of Kagoshima Bay on the southern side of Kyushu Island, 
evidence that white sharks were in the waters of Matsuyama in early March 1992. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 2.3 kilometres  
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: The diver was at a depth of 22 metres. 
TIME: 15h20 
 
NARRATIVE: According to Hiroshi Okuda, captain of the support boat, Harada suddenly 
shouted “pull up” through the radio. "Somebody help me!" Harada shouted through the 
microphone in his diving helmet. "Shark! Shark!"  Then unusual mechanical or clanging 
noises were heard, and radio communication was lost. Immediately Okuda and a crew 
member pulled on the rescue rope but were unable to retract it. Then they tied the airhose 
to the boat and pulled it in by very slowly moving the boat, but the rescue rope and radio 
cable were severed. Within 30 minutes they recovered the diving suit, but no trace of the 
diver was ever found despite  extensive efforts by local fishermen. 
 
INJURY: Presumed fatal. The diving suit was badly torn with many bite marks, and the right 
side of the trunk and right leg were missing. The left leg of the diving suit was turned inside-
out, suggesting that the diver had been violently pulled out. There was a hole in the steel 
shoulder protector of the helmet and the rubber at its base bore serrated cuts.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias, at 
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least five metes or more total length. Identification was based on a tooth fragment (5.1 mm 
x 2.6 mm) retrieved from the rubber at the neck of the diving suit, together with serrated 
toothmarks on the diver’s helmet and diving gear. 
 
REPORTED BY: Kazuhiro Nakaya, Laboratory of Marine Zoology, Faculty of Fisheries, 
Hokkaido University, Japan in Nakaya, Kazuhiro (1993). A Fatal Attack by a White Shark in 
Japan and a Review of Shark Attacks in Japanese Waters. Japanese Journal of 
Ichthyology. 40 (1): 35-42. (see bibliography);  
 
ADDITIONAL SOURCES: T. R. Reid, The Washington Post, March 19, 1992; St Paul 
Press, March 20, 1992; Fort Worth Star-Telegram, March 22, 1992, Page 5  
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